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Lots of Exciting Things
Happening with the

﻿Shelby County United Way!
Check out the latest!

Shelby County United Way Day of Action Projects
Continue to make a Huge Impact in our Community!!

Shelby County United Way Day of Action projects continue throughout our
community! A huge Shout Out to our next 2026 Day of Action Projects Stars -

First Bank of Midwest (formerly Mutual Federal)!
We are so very grateful for the volunteers from the First Bank of Midwest who gave their

time and energy to make a difference in our community by helping pressure wash the King
Bridge at Tawawa Park.

All your hard work is creating a lasting impact and makes a true difference!
Thank you for joining forces with us and demonstrating that United is the Way, as we

collectively strive to enhance our community!

Chamber Business After Hours - Senior Center
﻿Thank you to all those that could join us for our Sidney-Shelby County Chamber of

Commerce Business After Hours event held on Thursday August 6th.
The Shelby County United Way has been a proud partner of the Senior Center of Sidney
Shelby County since they opened in 1997. This was an amazing opportunity to show off
this amazing facility and see how they play a pivotal role as a community hub, delivering
programs and services that enhance the well-being of older adults and make a profound

impact on lives throughout Shelby County.

Save the Date
2026 Campaign Kick-Off Luncheon!

https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyCoChamber?__cft__[0]=AZYwIMzempEMVhWOuJQtH46jf2uoY7VZbFPPFVaw5lPAhxNz3xLHnjCeXvvCeWmJFJDj3_09WzpxOaQ-1eBDJM2LzrxnEnWUAOowRJvoerSdlf25ZF1mNUfaXqTZsdeas78wO3gNXG2MVDPCtgZdz6pD2oiadKqkokkAKNF6jYpEgm1f_Y368414G3vgx7Rhu5QZw9wrwBlX5RzcX6TZ4TmYwQIiGMNTrXSVYmxWzQ4sjQ&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyCoChamber?__cft__[0]=AZYwIMzempEMVhWOuJQtH46jf2uoY7VZbFPPFVaw5lPAhxNz3xLHnjCeXvvCeWmJFJDj3_09WzpxOaQ-1eBDJM2LzrxnEnWUAOowRJvoerSdlf25ZF1mNUfaXqTZsdeas78wO3gNXG2MVDPCtgZdz6pD2oiadKqkokkAKNF6jYpEgm1f_Y368414G3vgx7Rhu5QZw9wrwBlX5RzcX6TZ4TmYwQIiGMNTrXSVYmxWzQ4sjQ&__tn__=-]K-R
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2026 Apex Awards Presented
What a privilege to present Tom Clark with the Shelby County United Way Apex
Volunteer of the year award. His impact goes far beyond the classroom. His deep
empathy, compassion, and belief in every student—especially those who have felt

overlooked or underestimated—have helped countless young people recognize their own
potential. His lasting impact on the Sidney community is a true testament to what it means

to care, believe, and make a difference by just showing up over and over again.

https://files.constantcontact.com/4a814c7e501/522d5102-34f2-40e2-b86f-9ddd098f6adf.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/4a814c7e501/522d5102-34f2-40e2-b86f-9ddd098f6adf.pdf


Pat Simon from RACK (Random Acts of Christian Kindness)
2026 APEX Champion Award winner!

Pat has dedicated countless hours of service, giving her time, talents, and heart to make
our community stronger and more connected. From lending a hand to inspiring others

through her example, Pat truly shows that "Stronger Starts Here."
Pat, thank you for your passion, generosity, and commitment to helping others—you’ve

created a ripple effect that inspires others to lend a hand and made a lasting impact on so
many lives!

Partner Community Intiatives
Program Spotlights

Agape Distribution brings hope by providing groceries for at risk families
through their food pantry, mobile rural food pantry, and urban
sustainability project. They also operate Agape Distribution Non-Profit
Store where non-profit agencies can purchase items at a fraction of the
retail price, and all proceeds go back into helping to buy food for the
Agape food pantry.
Agape is a local source for free food in a small grocery store environment. Having moved
away from the typical food pantry style layout they now look like a Costco but with no bill
at the end. Where those in need can pack a grocery cart full of groceries 2x a month. And
although a photo ID and proof of residency is usually required, the income guidelines don't
always reflect the true story of those in need and Agape is there to help anyone who may
just need a hand up.
The majority of their clients are working families that just need a helping hand. Need help
making rent or utilities? Just let them help rotate some of your money around to pay those
bills and stretch your budget by providing free food at the pantry.
Agape relies on the United Way funding to help provide food at about .20 cents a pound
that has gone up over the last several years from .15 cents a pound.
Not only do they provide the basic need of food but also mental health support through
giving encouragement and love to help shed some light in the lives of so many.
Agape Distribution is located at 209 Brooklyn Ave and is open Monday-Thursday 10am-
3pm and Saturday 9-11:45 am, closed on the 5th Saturday of the month.
For more information on Agape, the services they provide, or to see how you can
volunteer to help just go to their website at www.agapedistribution.org, stop by at 209
Brooklyn Ave., email info@agapedistribution.org or call them at 937-498-4368

https://www.agapedistribution.org/
https://www.agapedistribution.org/
https://www.agapedistribution.org/
https://www.agapedistribution.org/


The STAR House (Sheriff's Treatment and Recovery House)
is a tier 3 recovery house that provides a comprehensive
range of services, including counseling, medication-assisted
treatment, and life skills training, to individuals in recovery
who require a safe, clean, and drug-free environment to
rebuild their lives. Through compassionate peer support,
weekly meetings, and financial stability training, residents
acquire essential coping skills to become productive, law-abiding citizens.
Notably, the STAR House is the only facility of its kind in the nation operated by a Sheriff's
office, dedicated to breaking the cycle of addiction and supporting recovery.
The program's requirements include: maintaining employment, budgeting, meeting with a
sponsor, attending recovery meetings, counseling programs, and community service.
The STAR House offers a step-down facility, providing residents with the necessary
support and tools to avoid relapse.
The organization welcomes volunteer mentors to share their wisdom and life experience.
Individuals that are living in sobriety and want to share their story, a good sponsor for the
residents, and a positive role model that could be a peer for them.
For more information on the STAR House and how you can contribute, please contact
Director Janie Summers at (937) 494-2102 or janie.summers@shelbycountysheriff.com.

Volunteer Opportunities
Many Non-Profits Rely on Volunteers to fulfill their missions!

Click Here to View the Many Volunteer Opportunities

POWERful You Wilson Health Lunch & Learn on Sept. 15th, 2026. Click
on the link to RSVP: POWERful You Wilson Health Lunch & Learn RSVP
Kindergarten Tutoring Sign Ups - Contact Amy West at
awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org

Dolly Parton's Imagination Library

https://co.shelby.oh.us/342/STAR-House
https://co.shelby.oh.us/342/STAR-House
https://co.shelby.oh.us/342/STAR-House
https://files.constantcontact.com/4a814c7e501/bfd79830-0b05-4e0d-9336-79f4e86f84bd.pdf
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/ev/reg/4hun7hb?source_id=d5edbd1f-7607-4a1d-96e7-3e5a6f5fbb66&source_type=em&c=


The Shelby County United Way is deeply saddened by the passing of
Dolly Parton.

Dolly leaves behind an incredible legacy—not only through her music
and generosity, but through her unwavering commitment to helping

children discover the joy and power of reading.
Through the partnership between the Shelby County United Way,

Shelby County Libraries, and Dolly Parton's Imagination Library,
thousands of books have found their way into the homes and hands of children throughout

Shelby County. Together, we have helped build a love of reading, and give children the
opportunity to build brighter futures.

We are incredibly grateful for Dolly’s vision and for the lasting impact she has made on
children and families in our community. Her legacy will continue through every child who

opens a book, imagines a new world, and discovers the joy of reading.
Your legacy will live on in the hearts, minds, and bookshelves of generations to come.

Rest in peace Dolly.

To sign up a Shelby County child for this program
CLICK HERE!

Shelby County United Way | 232 South Ohio Avenue P.O. Box 751 | Sidney, OH 45365 US
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