Lots of Exciting Things Happening
Y Shelby County with the Shelby County United Way!
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2026 Shelby County Board of Trustees
Annual Meeting

Last week we engaged in discussions on various
topics aimed at enhancing our community and the
partner agencies and programs we support at the
annual board meeting. This crucial gathering is an
integral part of our yearly planning, enabling us to
remain responsible stewards of the funds entrusted to
us.
We extend our gratitude to our dedicated community
volunteers who generously donate their time and expertise to our board.
We greatly appreciate our partner agencies that presented and shared their remarkable
human services, including Shelby County Libraries, Wilma Valentine Childcare, Catholic
Social Services, STAR House, Shelby County Victim Services, and Agape Distribution,
which provided a tour of their exceptional food pantry facility.
Itis truly inspiring to witness the remarkable initiatives underway in our community, made
possible by the collective efforts of individuals who embody the spirit of 'United is the
Way'.

STUDENT UNITED WAY

Student United Way Accepting_Grants through Feb. 6
The Shelby County United Way's Student United Way initiative is now accepting grant
applications through February 6. This program, designed to foster the next generation of
community leaders and philanthropists, comprises representatives from all ten school
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districts in Shelby County. As part of this endeavor, Student United Way members will
oversee a competitive grant process to support programs serving children and youth from
infancy to 18 years old.
Interested nonprofit organizations may request an application by contacting Karla Young,
President and CEO, at kyoung@shelbycountyunitedway.org. A total of $10,000 in grant
funding will be awarded, with individual grants capped at $2,000. Student United Way
members will review and prioritize applications during their February session, with
selected applicants advancing to an in-person presentation round in March, where they
will have five minutes to present their request, followed by a brief Q&A session with the
students.

2025 Match Day Celebration

The 2025 Match Day Celebration took place on Jan. 14th and was
incredible! To see and hear all the amazing things these
organizations do for community was truly inspiring! We are
MATCH DAY especially grateful to the Community Foundation of Shelby
W County Ohio for hosting Match Day and all the work that goes into
it, and to the generous donors who make this day possible. Thank
you to the Match Day Sponsors—Evie Bensman, Ed Borchers,
John and Julia Frantz, Dave and Ann Monnier, Dave Ross, and Ken and Brenda Schlater.
Thank you to all of our donors who helped the Shelby County United Way raise $39,025
through the 2025 Match Day. We are so blessed to be part of such a generous
community!
The dollars raised through Match Day go back into the community through POWER
Grants, Student United Way Grants, and Special Project Grants.
Don't Forget-Match Day 2026 is right around the corner as it has moved to March!
2026 Match Day: Wednesday, March 4, 2026
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Partner Agency Spotlight

The Mercy Mission House provides a beacon of hope for those in
need, offering overnight and short-term emergency shelter, as well
as a low-barrier emergency shelter that empowers residents to

MERCY

MISSION &

regain stability. Each resident receives a personalized plan tailored HOUSE
to their unique needs, focusing on stable income, mental health TG ST
support, and permanent housing. By adopting a holistic approach,

they equip residents for success in their next chapter.
Since its inception in February 2021, The Mercy Mission House has exemplified
compassion, sharing its campus with the Alpha Community Center and Holy Angels Soup
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Kitchen. Common misconceptions are that most residents are lazy or struggling with
substance abuse, but rather, they are survivors of trauma who require mental health
support, stability, and guidance. The Mercy Mission House provides more than just a roof
and basic necessities; it offers fellowship, rest, and a fresh start.

Visit www.themercymissionhouse.orgl/get-involved to learn more. Volunteers can
serve meals, assist at the front desk, or offer a listening ear. For more information or to
take a tour, check out their Facebook Page, website - mercymissionhouse.org, or call
937-815-1777.

It's the perfect time to get involved through their upcoming fundraiser, "Coldest Night of
the Year" on 2/28/26 and bring awareness of what people experiencing homeless go
through. Please consider joining them to raise money and walk in a 2K or 5K. Go to
https:/ichoy.com/location/sidney to find out more.

coldest

Partner Agency Spotlight
New Choices provides for the care needs of victims of
NEW CHOICES |NC fjomegtic vioI(_eqce an_d their families with 24-hour services
i * including a crisis hotline, safe emergency shelter, court and
BREAKING THE CYCLE g advocacy, peer counseling, individual advocacy,
V referrals and resources toward living a violence-free life and
more. New Choices also provides Shelby County with
educational services & programs including a Hands are Not
for Hitting program for preschoolers, Anti-Bullying & Anti-Teen Dating Violence programs
for the schools as well as programs for all adult audiences in the hopes of bringing
awareness, intervention & prevention to reduce and ultimately eliminate abuse in Shelby
County.
Majority of their clients are not in shelter, many are served with crises intervention services
and educational programing that they provide.
Domestic violence can happen in any culture, any economic status and it knows no
bounds, it can be happening in your own backyard.
You can help victims by believing and listening to them, providing resources to help them
and letting them know they are not alone.
They are always in need of monetary donations as well as personal hygiene items,
clothes, food, cleaning supplies and toys. Visit www.newchoicesinc.org or call
937.498.7261 to find out more.

7 6 \
NEW CHOICES, INC.

BREAKING THE
CYCLE
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VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!

WHY IS KINDERGARTEN TUTORING IMPORTANT?

* Provides students with reading and comprehension skills.
» Promotes positive behavior through positive skill building.

» Enhances students enrichment of Kindergarten.

IT'S EASY!

* |t only takes about an hour of your day!

+ Choose your day and school, Mon-Thurs., Sept-May
o Emerson: 8:45-9:50am
o Longfellow: $-9:30am

+ Contact The United Way office today to get started!

i
MAKE A DIFFERENCE TUTORINGI _ A
THE IMPACT IS REAL! POWER

. Shelby County
Contact Amy West at 957.492.2101 ext. 1005 (Y UNITED WAY

or awesteshelbycountyunitedway.org

Kindergarten Tutors

Needed!
Join the fun and and
make a true impact!

19 slots available!
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Volunteer Opportunities
Agape Distribution Inc uses volunteers daily to stock food and misc. items on the
shelves and unload product (937-498-4368) agapedistribution.org/volunteer
Alpha Community Center and Holy Angels Soup Kitchen rely on volunteers to cook and
prepare lunch meals (937-498-9758) and (937-498-0598)
alphacommunitycenter.org/volunteer
Big Brothers/Big_ Sisters of Shelby & Darke County have youth waiting to be matched
with a mentor (937-492-7611) www.bigbrobigsis-shelbydarke.org
Catholic Social Services needs volunteers to serve seniors and drivers (937-498-4593)
cssmv.org/help/volunteer/
Compassionate Care of Shelby County needs trained medical providers willing to
volunteer and see patients (937-492-9400) welovecompassionatecare.com/become-a-
volunteer/
FISH of Shelby County is an all-volunteer thrift store with various volunteer opportunities
(937-492-1760) fishofshelbycounty.wordpress.com/volunteer/
Mercy Mission House Emergency Shelter needs various volunteers (937-815-1777)
themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
Morgan's Place Cemetery needs various volunteers (937-726-4805) or (937-497-8118)
morgansplacecemetery.org
Salvation Army needs volunteers for their Emergency Disaster Service (EDS) and
various other volunteer opportunities (937-492-8412) salvationarmy.org
Shelby County Bd of DD-Special Olympics program needs various volunteers for their
basketball, track and softball programs (937-658-6825) JGuillozet@shelbydd.org
Shelby County CASAIGAL (Court Appointed Special Advocate) is looking for volunteers
to advocate for abused and neglected children (937-498-7447)
shelbycountycasa@shelbyco.net
Shelby County Department of Job and Family Services are recruiting & training foster
parents (937) 498-4981 shelbycountyjfs.org
POWER-Shelby County United Way needs kindergarten tutors Mon-Thurs between the
hours of 8:45-10:00 am (937-492-2101X1003)
awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org Power4Women.org

7A< POWER

Passionate « Optimistic ¢« Women « Encouraging ¢ Results

POWER Membership Annual Have a Heart Dinner on Feb. 12th. POWER
members and guest welcome to join in the fun.

The POWER group had a GREAT 2025 and We look forward to what we can do
in 2026! Check out the 2025 Year in Review video below...

Have a Heart Dinner

p- Y
POWER

Passionate « Optimistic « Women « Encouraging « W
night of fun, food & a "POWER-ful Game %W\
nd
POWER events, lnltumm and programs for
2026! Please Bring potemml POWER members Lib
as guests for a chance to win pmes. Please Y
RSVP to: org 230E.Northst.

or 937-492-2101 ext. 1003. Sidney, OH
Buffet Dinner $12 per person, checks/cash (st Floor
dropped off or mailed to: eeting Room
Shelby County United Way/POWER e Lo
232 5. Ohio Ave.
Sidney, OH 45365

4 POWER POWER Annual Membership \.j

www.powerdwomen.org
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