
May 2025 Newsletter

​Lots of Exciting Things
Happening with the

​Shelby County United Way!
Check out the latest!

Reminder-Shelby County United Way has opened nominations
for it's APEX Awards. The APEX Award is given to two individuals
each year. The Volunteer of the Year APEX Award will be given to
an individual who has dedicated his or her time and talents to
human service nonprofit organizations to make a difference in the
lives of others.
The Champion of the Year APEX Award will be given to a Director
or staff member of one or more human service nonprofit agencies
who has dedicated their life’s work to helping others and creating
needed change in our community.
Nomination forms can be found on the Shelby County United Way website home page,
www.shelbycountyunitedway.org
Nominations will be accepted until June 13th.
Anyone in the community can nominate their Human Services hero for the APEX Award.

Students participating during the 2024-2025 school year were: Liz Staudter and Jake
Koverman; Anna, Sophia Bajwa and Owen Zimpfer, Botkins; Colleen Chalfant & Emmalee
Carter; Christian Academy, Owen Hershberger and Alli Orsborne; Fairlawn, Autumn Tuner
& Camille Borchers; Fort Loramie, Lylah Kennedy and Dylan Shaffer; Houston, Laurel
Roberts & Reed Platfoot; Jackson Center, Alex Lundy and Zipporah Bezy; Lehman
Catholic; Jayden Gaerke and Ella Philpot; Russia, Ainsley Wiford and Grant Nuss;
Sidney. 
2025 Student United Way Grants Awarded
Resilient Heights                                              $1000
Munch Bunch Weekend Backpack Program   $1250
Wilma Valentine Child Care                               $625
Shelby County CASA                                         $625
New Choices                                                    $1500
Sidney Shelby County YMCA                           $1000
Rustic Hope                                                      $1000
The Link Partner for Youth                                $1500
Wilson Health Foundation                                   $500
STAR House $1,000
Total                                                               $10,000

http://www.shelbycountyunitedway.org
https://files.constantcontact.com/4a814c7e501/735dd407-58d0-4381-ba13-3ef484b74ff4.pdf
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=unitedway&nav=f9c8030a-da84-4222-aa01-8dab23b4934d


Special Project Grants Awarded
The Shelby County United Way is always so humbled to be able to
provide assistance through our Special Project Grants to so many
organizations, outside of our partner agencies, that are doing such
impactful work in our community!!

A Special Project Grant was awarded to the Sidney Shelby County
Health Department to purchase bike helmets.

Sidney Spring Street Fair Kids Zone
We were excited to be apart of the Kids Zone at the Downtown
Sidney Spring Street Fair! It was a great way to kick off the
summer! Thank you to all who came and enjoyed all the
amazing activities and to our volunteers who helped us with the
bouncy house!

#DayofAction2025
This marks the 8th year the Shelby County United Way has participated in the National
Day of Action by reaching out to local companies and organizations to join in by supplying
volunteers for projects that will help enhance the community we live and work in.
Employees from Choice One Engineering, Shelby County Board of DD, Rotary, Ruese,
Ratermann and McColloch Baker Insurance united to make a difference in their
community as part of the Shelby County United Way Day of Action projects.
#UnitedIsTheWay
Stay Tuned for More Day of Action projects to come!

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/dayofaction2025?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWX_O9H8D5gtIvOrMAc1SGe_Xs6v14xGI9xCHRYrMe-aSK9DF8wLHMFt0WvYRSFPg17fgStdygCqnnWX4i99W3B_gHmUoi9_tZjEoGDW-zf5M-Ss4t_KAOV0Zz660CoVMNb14aYaF8gSA6ddwufPwmFQvs-6QcZsJH5cKzGouxFbiEmKztSarqXyQa4cLxaZGNlV04ZMD8mHmoCPXmEPnTs&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.facebook.com/choiceoneengineering?__cft__[0]=AZWX_O9H8D5gtIvOrMAc1SGe_Xs6v14xGI9xCHRYrMe-aSK9DF8wLHMFt0WvYRSFPg17fgStdygCqnnWX4i99W3B_gHmUoi9_tZjEoGDW-zf5M-Ss4t_KAOV0Zz660CoVMNb14aYaF8gSA6ddwufPwmFQvs-6QcZsJH5cKzGouxFbiEmKztSarqXyQa4cLxaZGNlV04ZMD8mHmoCPXmEPnTs&__tn__=-]K-R


Partner Agency/Program Spotlight
Shelby County Family and Children First Council is a
countywide collaborative effort of our social services agencies,
school systems, business, city, and county representatives.

Empower parents by offering means to nurture and motivate
their children to realize their potential
Provide a comprehensive and effective network which
supports families in their responsibility to build independent
and productive lives for children
Mobilize community resources and create partnerships designed to improve results
for families and children
Increase the responsiveness and integration of the human and social services
system to better support families and children
Equip parents and families with the necessary education, skills, network, and tools
to support children in the earliest years of life and beyond
Eligible families are those that are involved with two or more county agencies,
families with children 0-21 yrs old, youth at risk of out-of-home placement, families
in crisis and needing intensive services to support a stable home environment, and
families willing to actively participate in their plan

For more information you can call Diann Rodrigues, Director, at 937-658-6819, or visit
their website at www.shelbycountyfcfc.com

Clear Creek Farm offers a safe, structured home environment
for youth offering hope and healing.

Clear Creek Farm is a 42-year-old nonprofit Children's
Home in Shelby County, Ohio.
Located on 70 acres, it houses up to 10 children aged 6-
18, referred by Children's Services, judges, or family
members.
Each child is carefully selected to ensure compatibility
and is permanently placed until graduation.
The home provides a family environment with chores, counseling, and support.
Children attend Hardin-Houston School, with tutors available to help those behind
academically.
Many students achieve academic honors and participate in extracurricular activities.

For more information you can call Chad Gessler, Director, at 937-498-9445 or visit their
website at www.clearcreekfarm.org

Volunteer Opportunities
Agape Distribution Inc uses volunteers daily to stock food and misc. items on the
shelves and unload product (937-498-4368) agapedistribution.org/volunteer
Alpha Community Center and Holy Angels Soup Kitchen rely on volunteers to cook
and prepare lunch meals (937-498-9758) and (937-498-0598)
alphacommunitycenter.org/volunteer
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Shelby & Darke County  have youth waiting to be matched
with a mentor (937-492-7611) www.bigbrobigsis-shelbydarke.org
Catholic Social Services needs volunteers to serve seniors and drivers (937-498-4593)
cssmv.org/help/volunteer/
Compassionate Care of Shelby County needs trained medical providers willing to

https://shelbycountyfcfc.com/
tel:+9376586819
https://shelbycountyfcfc.com/
https://clearcreekfarm.org/
tel:+9374989445
https://clearcreekfarm.org/
https://agapedistribution.org/volunteer/
https://www.alphacommunitycenter.org/volunteer
http://www.bigbrobigsis-shelbydarke.org
https://cssmv.org/help/volunteer/


volunteer and see patients (937-492-9400) welovecompassionatecare.com/become-a-
volunteer/
FISH of Shelby County is an all-volunteer thrift store with various volunteer opportunities
(937-492-1760) fishofshelbycounty.wordpress.com/volunteer/
Mercy Mission House Emergency Shelter needs various volunteers (937-815-1777)
themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
Morgan's Place Cemetery  needs various volunteers (937-726-4805) or (937-497-8118)
morgansplacecemetery.org
Salvation Army needs volunteers for their Emergency Disaster Service (EDS) and
various other volunteer opportunities (937-492-8412) salvationarmy.org
Shelby County Bd of DD-Special Olympics program needs various volunteers for their
basketball, track and softball programs (937-658-6825) JGuillozet@shelbydd.org
Shelby County CASA/GAL (Court Appointed Special Advocate) is looking for
volunteers to advocate for abused and neglected children (937-498-7447)
shelbycountycasa@shelbyco.net
Shelby County Department of Job and Family Services  are recruiting & training foster
parents (937) 498-4981 shelbycountyjfs.org 
POWER-Shelby County United Way  needs kindergarten tutors Mon-Thurs between the
hours of 8:45-10:00 am (937-492-2101X1003)
awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org Power4Women.org

POWER Members and guests are invited to Join Us for a POWERful Tour to Understand
some of the United Way's partner agencies that serve families and/or children.

https://welovecompassionatecare.com/become-a-volunteer/
https://fishofshelbycounty.wordpress.com/volunteer/
https://www.themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
http://www.morgansplacecemetery.org
https://easternusa.salvationarmy.org/southwest-ohio/sidney/
mailto:JGuillozet@shelbydd.org
mailto:shelbycountycasa@shelbyco.net
http://shelbycountyjfs.org/shelby-county-ohio-job-family-child-services-foster-care.php
mailto:awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org
http://www.power4women.org




Dolly Parton's Imagination Library
To sign up a Shelby County child for this program

CLICK HERE!

Shelby County United Way | 232 South Ohio Avenue P.O. Box 751 | Sidney, OH 45365 US

Unsubscribe | Update Profile | Constant Contact Data Notice

https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/affiliate/OHSHELBY/
https://www.constantcontact.com/legal/customer-contact-data-notice

