
June 2025 Newsletter

Lots of Exciting Things Happening with the
​Shelby County United Way!

Check out the latest!

Special Project Grants Awarded
The Shelby County United Way is always
so humbled to be able to provide
assistance through our Special Project
Grants to so many organizations, outside
of our partner agencies, that are doing such
impactful work in our community!!

A Special Project Grant was awarded to
the Shelby County Emergency
Management Agency, Ohio (EMA) that
received $3,500 to assist in the
procurement of essential equipment and
supplies for the Shelby County Rescue
Task Force (RTF). This specialized team of
highly trained firefighters, EMS paramedics
and law enforcement personnel respond to
high-risk incidents. This United Way
Special Project Grant will help them secure
urgently needed equipment and supplies
due to the previous funding sources no
longer being available.
A Special Project Grant was awarded to
Sidney Alive for their first ever Porch Fest;
an all inclusive outdoor music & arts
experience, that took place on June 14th.
Everyone enjoyed food trucks, interactive
art experiences, kid' games, and live porch
performance; there was something for all
ages and interests!

#DayofAction2025

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100077390930212&__cft__[0]=AZUCGWsYixGfkab6vx44LrPZmGAoba6R0z8IReNbWmfPTf7qnnPY5Gt8f89cF1bdVb3e-xBxkWGL2NuxNBuHQTiT1Xt-Y1TqFW2Qut-kFnNMbGjx_qF-T-6YtoZLo6gEWPlpMoXkNjAJk6w71QpknGyzjmCBmhhko5kCKRsfdTr2URKPCNHdU38OE6__09FEfxf0EI6zlVV9VX4xl8Jgudlw&__tn__=-]K-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/dayofaction2025?__eep__=6&__cft__[0]=AZWX_O9H8D5gtIvOrMAc1SGe_Xs6v14xGI9xCHRYrMe-aSK9DF8wLHMFt0WvYRSFPg17fgStdygCqnnWX4i99W3B_gHmUoi9_tZjEoGDW-zf5M-Ss4t_KAOV0Zz660CoVMNb14aYaF8gSA6ddwufPwmFQvs-6QcZsJH5cKzGouxFbiEmKztSarqXyQa4cLxaZGNlV04ZMD8mHmoCPXmEPnTs&__tn__=*NK-R
https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=unitedway&nav=58708f7d-a8fc-4f0a-a380-77cb2ac7c1e9


This marks the 8th year the Shelby County United Way has participated in the National
Day of Action by reaching out to local companies and organizations to join in by supplying
volunteers for projects that will help enhance the community we live and work in.
Day of Action Projects continued with employees from Ashley Himes State Farm,
Airstream and Shelby County Juvenile Court uniting to make a difference in their
community as part of the Shelby County United Way Day of Action projects.
#UnitedIsTheWay
Stay Tuned for More Day of Action projects to come!

Partner Agency/Program Spotlight
Dolly Parton's Imagination Library is an early literacy program that
provides at no cost to the family, an age appropriate book that is
mailed monthly from birth to age 5.

If you are under the age of 5 and live in Shelby County you
are qualified!
Currently, 78% of the eligible Shelby County children are
enrolled in the program, which ranks us as one of the top 3 in
the State of Ohio.
This United Way Community Initiative was started 10 years ago in March of 2015
through a joint effort between the library and the United Way and now has many
other partners involved including Wilson Health Family Birth Center who signs up
every child at birth
There has been over 200,000 books sent out to Shelby County children since the
program started in 2015 thanks to generous supporters
Those children who have access to books at a young age have a 15% higher
kindergarten readiness score
If you need to register your new address you can call the Sidney library and ask for
Cindy Timmerman at 937-492-8354 or email Cindy at cindyt@sclmail.org
Each book has lessons and are developmentally appropriate for their age
Sign up each child so they can each have their own books, sometimes the books
wear out with multiple kids. Also, 25-35% of the books change each year.

It is simple and easy to sign up for the program, you can go to the libraries website at
www.shelbycountylibraries.org/dolly-parton or directly to the imagination library
website at imaginationlibrary.com/Ohio.

http://www.imaginationlibrary.com/Ohio
https://shelbycountylibraries.org/dolly-parton-imagination-library/
http://www.imaginationlibrary.com/Ohio


Partner Agency/Program Spotlight
The Y Child Development Center on the main campus (300 E.
Parkwood) offers care for children ages six weeks to 12 years
through a wide variety of age and developmentally
appropriate activities designed to encourage social,
emotional, physical and intellectual growth in each individual
child. The Y Child Development Center at Fair Haven (2901
Fair Rd.) offers care for infants, toddlers, and preschoolers.

The Shelby County United Way has had a partnership for over 40 years with the Y
Child Development Center and supported the much needed child care expansion
that took place at their Parkwood location.
United Way funding helps give scholarships to 70-75% of the families who need
some sort of financial assistance
Summer camps going on with 200 campers, increasing their summer campers by
50% with their expansion.

For opportunities you can call 937-498-2273, visit their website at www.sidney-
ymca.org/child-care or stop by the front desk at the Y.

Volunteer Opportunities
Agape Distribution Inc uses volunteers daily to stock food and misc. items on the
shelves and unload product (937-498-4368) agapedistribution.org/volunteer
Alpha Community Center and Holy Angels Soup Kitchen rely on volunteers to cook
and prepare lunch meals (937-498-9758) and (937-498-0598)
alphacommunitycenter.org/volunteer
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Shelby & Darke County  have youth waiting to be matched
with a mentor (937-492-7611) www.bigbrobigsis-shelbydarke.org
Catholic Social Services needs volunteers to serve seniors and drivers (937-498-4593)
cssmv.org/help/volunteer/
Compassionate Care of Shelby County needs trained medical providers willing to
volunteer and see patients (937-492-9400) welovecompassionatecare.com/become-a-
volunteer/
FISH of Shelby County is an all-volunteer thrift store with various volunteer opportunities
(937-492-1760) fishofshelbycounty.wordpress.com/volunteer/
Mercy Mission House Emergency Shelter needs various volunteers (937-815-1777)
themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
Morgan's Place Cemetery  needs various volunteers (937-726-4805) or (937-497-8118)
morgansplacecemetery.org
Salvation Army needs volunteers for their Emergency Disaster Service (EDS) and
various other volunteer opportunities (937-492-8412) salvationarmy.org
Shelby County Bd of DD-Special Olympics program needs various volunteers for their
basketball, track and softball programs (937-658-6825) JGuillozet@shelbydd.org
Shelby County CASA/GAL (Court Appointed Special Advocate) is looking for
volunteers to advocate for abused and neglected children (937-498-7447)
shelbycountycasa@shelbyco.net
Shelby County Department of Job and Family Services  are recruiting & training foster
parents (937) 498-4981 shelbycountyjfs.org 

https://sidney-ymca.org/child-care
https://agapedistribution.org/volunteer/
https://www.alphacommunitycenter.org/volunteer
http://www.bigbrobigsis-shelbydarke.org
https://cssmv.org/help/volunteer/
https://welovecompassionatecare.com/become-a-volunteer/
https://fishofshelbycounty.wordpress.com/volunteer/
https://www.themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
http://www.morgansplacecemetery.org
https://easternusa.salvationarmy.org/southwest-ohio/sidney/
mailto:JGuillozet@shelbydd.org
mailto:shelbycountycasa@shelbyco.net
http://shelbycountyjfs.org/shelby-county-ohio-job-family-child-services-foster-care.php


POWER-Shelby County United Way  needs kindergarten tutors Mon-Thurs between the
hours of 8:45-10:00 am (937-492-2101X1003)
awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org Power4Women.org

Thank you all who were able to Join Us for a POWERful Tour to Understand some of the
United Way's partner agencies that serve families and/or children. Special Thanks to the
Senior Center of Sidney Shelby County, Alpha Community Center, Compassionate Care,
Mercy Mission House, Agape Distribution, Resilient Heights, YMCA Child Development
Center and the IMPACT Program for their time in showing us all the amazing things you
do every day to help the Shelby County community and beyond!!
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