
February 2025 Newsletter

​Lots of Exciting Things
Happening with the

​Shelby County United Way!
Check out the latest!

Chamber Leadership Day
Out President, Karla Young, had the privilege of sharing the
United Way message with the Sidney-Shelby County Chamber
of Commerce Leadership class.
The Shelby County United Way funds 29 partner agencies and
programs through annual allocations. In addition, SCUW
funding awarded through POWER, Student United Way and
Special Project Grants assists various other nonprofits, schools
and projects throughout Shelby County. SCUW is continually
investing in needed services that fight for the health, education and financial stability of
every person in our community.
We always love to share all the incredible things our partner agencies do to help those in
need in our community. They are the ones doing the boots on the ground hard work to
insure human services are provided in the community we live in. A Big Thank You to the
leadership class and the non-profit agencies for sharing all the wonderful things they do!

The February Student United Way session was
held where the students came together to review the

grant applications that were submitted for
programming that serves the Infant-18-year-old

population. $10,000 will be awarded and each grant
is capped at $2000. The students reviewed

applications and stack ranked them during this
session. Those applicants making it to the in-person

presentation round will present to the students in
March. Applicants will be asked to share five minutes on their request, leaving a couple

https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyCoChamber?__cft__[0]=AZV1Ve3-G_87nas8n-5m0b0PqzClTHT7SrmEvZd9-bngeU76boFNk3UzHLn8Bm-CfrPkXLjUcydFIYodnJFzJlSOS-XNGWhR5lYP1G5-fN0_bRpt5G8Fk1H4FfVit_jOAsc6oShwHdezS29uT5YBzhEhtVbtdZjgHZA-IbSMgXQigXN2z8jI7ivZXR-oYfSIHpg&__tn__=-]K-R
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https://www.constantcontact.com/landing1/vr/home?cc=nge&utm_campaign=nge&rmc=VF21_CPE&utm_medium=VF21_CPE&utm_source=viral&pn=unitedway&nav=a396df54-f322-46fc-9e52-709aaf53a1b7


minutes for questions and answers.
Through this experience the students learn to exemplify compassion, leadership,

dedication and maturity in making a difference in their community.

2025 Annual Agency Meeting
Our Annual United Way Agency Meeting
was held last week at the Library. This

day allows our partner agencies to
interact and discuss best practices,

share information and how the Shelby
County Untied Way can further support
their needs. A Big Thank You to all the

partner agencies for taking time out of their very busy scheduled to attend and a huge
Thank You to our guest speakers!

Five New Trustees Join United Way Board
Several area community leaders were recently elected to the Shelby County United Way

Board of Trustees.
Sarah Burmeister, Vice President of People Services, Wilson Health; Mark Kaufman,

Discipleship Pastor, Connection Point Church; Aaron Rode, Deputy Chief of Police, City of
Sidney; Michael Scarpelli, Senior Associate Attorney, FGKS Law; Adam Vanderhorst,
Certified financial planner professional with Prudential Advisors, were elected to the

Shelby County United Way Board of Trustees beginning Jan. 1.
Karla Young, President and CEO of the Shelby County United Way states, “We are thrilled
to have these individuals join the Shelby County United Way board. Their commitment and

passion for the Shelby County United Way and our community make them excellent
additions to the board.”



Burmeister, a resident of
Bellefontaine, has joined the
Student United Way committee. She
is a graduate of London High
School, Edison State Community
College with an Associate’s Degree
in business administration, Franklin
University a bachelor science in
Human Resources and Business
Administration and Bowling Green
State University with an MBA with a
focus on accounting. Sarah has
previously been involved with
Lifecare Alliance/Meals on Wheels.
She is a member of SHRM, the
Association for Talent Development,
the American Society for
HealthCare Human Resource
Administration, and the International
Foundation of Employee Benefit
plans. She is married to her
husband Jeremy, and they have
three children.

Kaufman, a resident of Sidney, Ohio
joined the Student United Way and
Community Initiatives Committees.
He is a graduate of Sidney High
School and Miami University, where
he earned his Bachelor’s Degree in
Business Administration, and
Marketing He is a current Board
Member at the Sidney-Shelby
County YMCA, and A Christian
Mission Committee Member at the
Sidney-Shelby County YMCA and a
Council of Religious Ed Classroom
AID for C.O.R.E. He is married to
his wife Deb, and they have three
children.

Rode is a resident of
Sidney, Ohio and joined the
Special Projects and
Community Initiatives
Committees. He is a
graduate of Bluffton High
School, Rhodes State
College and Franklin
University. Rode is a
certified Law Enforcement
Executive. He is married to
his wife Morgan, and they
have three children.

Scarpelli is a resident of
Dayton, Ohio, and joined the
Finance/Audit and Special
Projects committees. He is a
graduate of Butler High
School, The Ohio State
University, and University of
Cincinnati College of Law.
Michael is the President-
Elect for the Federal Bar
Association, Dayton Chapter
and the former treasurer and
a board member of the Troy
Chamber of Commerce. He
is married to his wife Ashley,
and they have two children.

Vanderhorst is a resident of
Sidney, Ohio and joined the
APEX Award, Enhanced
Giving and Community
Initiatives committee. He has
previously served on the
allocation committee for the
Shelby County United Way.
He is a graduate of Lehman
Catholic High School and
The Ohio State University.
Adam is a board and
committee chair with the
Sidney-Shelby County
YMCA. He is married to his
wife Mackenize.



Partner Agency/Program Spotlight
The Shelby County United Way helps support New
Choices, Inc. who offers services to survivors of
Domestic Violence. Services include: 24 hour crisis
hotline, safety planning, emergency shelter, school
programs, court advocacy and community education.
They assist victims through the criminal justice
process, raise awareness in the community
through education, provide assistance through
personal education and training and help
victims break the cycle of domestic violence to regain control of their lives.
They will have their annual Comedy Night fundraiser on April 4th at the Palazzo.
You can visit their website at www.newchoicesinc.org to get more information or to see
how you can help with their mission.
New Choices hotline number is 937-498-7261 or you can text 937-507-5786

http://www.newchoicesinc.org


Mercy Mission House provides overnight and short-term emergency
shelter for area residents. Clients are connected with agencies to help
them along their journey to stabilization and to connect them with
permanent housing, counseling, job placements, and food/meal
assistance, among many other services.
The MMH is always in need of volunteers and household supplies.
You can go to their website at www.themercymissionhouse.org​ to
learn more and to see how you can help them continue to provide the
very much needed services in our community. Or you can call them at 937-815-1777.

https://www.themercymissionhouse.org/
https://www.themercymissionhouse.org/


Check out the video below and see how fun, easy and rewarding
being a kindergarten tutor is!

Join the fun and and
make a true impact!
16 slots still need filled!!

Click Here and Share the
Flyer with anyone you think

may be interested!

https://files.constantcontact.com/4a814c7e501/abf1e293-78ab-4c43-a608-a22350338d60.pdf


Volunteer Opportunities
Agape Distribution Inc uses volunteers daily to stock food and misc. items on the
shelves and unload product (937-498-4368) agapedistribution.org/volunteer
Alpha Community Center and Holy Angels Soup Kitchen rely on volunteers to cook
and prepare lunch meals (937-498-9758) and (937-498-0598)
alphacommunitycenter.org/volunteer
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Shelby & Darke County  have youth waiting to be matched
with a mentor (937-492-7611) www.bigbrobigsis-shelbydarke.org
Catholic Social Services needs volunteers to serve seniors and drivers (937-498-4593)
cssmv.org/help/volunteer/
Compassionate Care of Shelby County needs trained medical providers willing to
volunteer and see patients (937-492-9400) welovecompassionatecare.com/become-a-
volunteer/
FISH of Shelby County is an all-volunteer thrift store with various volunteer opportunities
(937-492-1760) fishofshelbycounty.wordpress.com/volunteer/
Mercy Mission House Emergency Shelter needs various volunteers (937-815-1777)
themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
Morgan's Place Cemetery  needs various volunteers (937-726-4805) or (937-497-8118)
morgansplacecemetery.org
Salvation Army needs volunteers for their Emergency Disaster Service (EDS) and
various other volunteer opportunities (937-492-8412) salvationarmy.org
Shelby County Bd of DD-Special Olympics program needs various volunteers for their
basketball, track and softball programs (937-658-6825) JGuillozet@shelbydd.org
Shelby County CASA/GAL (Court Appointed Special Advocate) is looking for
volunteers to advocate for abused and neglected children (937-498-7447)
shelbycountycasa@shelbyco.net
Shelby County Department of Job and Family Services  are recruiting & training foster
parents (937) 498-4981 shelbycountyjfs.org 
POWER-Shelby County United Way  needs kindergarten tutors Mon-Thurs between the
hours of 8:45-10:00 am (937-492-2101X1003)
awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org Power4Women.org

POWER's annual Have a Heart Membership Dinner was held on Feb. 13th.
POWER members and guests enjoyed a night of fun, food, fellowship and a friendly
"Tic Tac Toe" game competition. 2 New Members Joined POWER to help make an
impact on children and families in our community.
Planning is underway for the 2024 POWER of the Purse Champagne Luncheon
& Fashion Show on April 12th. If you or someone you know would like to be a
sponsor of the event or donate raffle items please contact Amy at 937-492-2101
Ext. 1003 or email at awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org
Check out POWER Year in Review 2024 Video Below...
POWER has coats available for any Shelby County student in need. Contact the
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United Way office or email Amy at awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org

Dolly Parton's Imagination
Library Update

255,248 Books mailed since program began
2,269 Kids ages 0-5 received books last
month in Shelby County
75.78% of eligible kids enrolled
43 Graduates last month

To sign up a Shelby County child for this program
CLICK HERE!
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