
February 2024 Newsletter

​Lots of Exciting Things
Happening with the

​Shelby County United Way!
Check out the latest!

Chamber Leadership Day
Out President, Karla Young, had the privilege of sharing the United
Way message with the Sidney-Shelby County Chamber of Commerce
Leadership class.
The Shelby County United Way funds 29 partner agencies and
programs through annual allocations. SCUW funding awarded
through POWER, Student United Way and Special Project Grants
assist various other nonprofits, schools and projects throughout
Shelby County. SCUW is continually investing in needed services
that fight for the health, education and financial stability of every person in our community.
We always love to share all the incredible things our partner agencies do to help those in
need in our community. They are the ones doing the boots on the ground hard work to
insure human services are provided in the community we live in. A Big Thank You to the
leadership class and the non-profit agencies for sharing all the wonderful things they do!

Our 5th Student United Way session was held where the
students came together to review the grant applications that
were submitted for programming that serves the Infant-18-

year-old population. $10,000 will be awarded and each grant
is capped at $2000. The students reviewed applications and

stack ranked them during this session. Those applicants
making it to the in-person presentation round will present to

the students on March 14th. Applicants will be asked to share
five minutes on their request, leaving a couple minutes for questions and answers.
Through this experience the students learn to exemplify compassion, leadership,

dedication and maturity in making a difference in their community.

https://www.facebook.com/ShelbyCoChamber?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZV1Ve3-G_87nas8n-5m0b0PqzClTHT7SrmEvZd9-bngeU76boFNk3UzHLn8Bm-CfrPkXLjUcydFIYodnJFzJlSOS-XNGWhR5lYP1G5-fN0_bRpt5G8Fk1H4FfVit_jOAsc6oShwHdezS29uT5YBzhEhtVbtdZjgHZA-IbSMgXQigXN2z8jI7ivZXR-oYfSIHpg&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://files.constantcontact.com/4a814c7e501/45480efb-7382-4712-ba76-0b0a252c6580.pdf
https://files.constantcontact.com/4a814c7e501/eb4d8ebe-5712-496b-9901-a270d7f29a23.pdf


2024 Annual Agency Meeting
Our Annual United Way Agency Meeting was held last
Wednesday at the Library. This day allows our partner
agencies to interact and discuss best practices, share
information and how the Shelby County Untied Way

can further support their needs.
We would like to thank Jim Hill, Shelby County

Economic Partnership and SCUW Board Member for
giving us the Sidney Shelby County Economic & Housing Updates. And thank you Katy

Zimpfer, Shelby County United Way Board Chair, for presenting the DEI Training.

Board Approves Special Project Grant
The Shelby County United Way Board approved a Special Project

Grant for Habitat for Humanity of Miami & Shelby Co  in the
amount of $3,000 for their Critical Home Repair Housing Project.

Board Approves Special Project Grant
The Shelby County United Way Board approved a Special Project
Grant for Rite To Life in the amount of $3,500 for Diapers, Wipes,

Baby Food and related items for families with small children.

Partner Agency/Program Spotlight
The Shelby County United Way helps support the
Shelby County Opportunity School-MidWest

Regional ESC with providing a counselor for a non-
traditional school setting for students who are at risk
of not completing their education. The Counselor utilizes evidence-based strategies, and

initiatives to work with students in groups and on a one-to-one counseling basis. The
Counselor's role is critical as she must understand and be able to work with the

uniqueness of the Opportunity School student population. Students accepted into the
program are encouraged to obtain employment during the

day and attend the Opportunity School from 1:30pm to 7:00pm, Monday through
Thursday. The Opportunity School is located in Sidney High School and serves the eight

school districts located in Shelby County.

https://www.mresc.org/opportunity-school/


The IMPACT Program provides
support, resources, and counseling for
school age children and their families

who are facing obstacles towards
academic, social and community

success. This preventative program
allows families to receive supportive

services and resources in the areas of individual and family counseling, case management
and psychiatric services to meet the needs of each unique child and family situation.

Children in Pre-K through 12th grade who attend school or reside in Shelby County are
eligible for the program.

This program is a cooperative effort of the Shelby County Juvenile Court, the Shelby
County United Way, and Shelby County school systems. Referrals are made by a school
teacher, guidance counselor, principal or through contact with the director of the program.
After a referral, families meet with the IMPACT program coordinator, Amy Simindinger, to
discuss the program and the specific needs to be addressed to determine acceptance into

the program.
The IMPACT program has been receiving referrals from all 8 school districts in Shelby

County and both of the parochial private schools as well as from preschools and
childcares. The reasons for referral to the program are varied but a common theme of
anxiety, challenging behaviors and trauma is seen throughout the referrals. The impact
program was created as a support for the entire family. To reach the program Director,

you can call 937-498-1354.

Kindergarten Tutors
Needed!

Join the fun and and make a
true impact!

14 slots still need filled!!
​

https://www.mresc.org/shelby-county-juvenile-court-liason/


Click Here and Share the
Flyer with anyone you think

may be interested!

Volunteer Opportunities
Agape Distribution Inc uses volunteers daily to stock food and misc. items on the
shelves and unload product (937-498-4368) agapedistribution.org/volunteer
Alpha Community Center and Holy Angels Soup Kitchen rely on volunteers to cook
and prepare lunch meals (937-498-9758) and (937-498-0598)
alphacommunitycenter.org/volunteer
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Shelby & Darke County  have youth waiting to be matched
with a mentor (937-492-7611) www.bigbrobigsis-shelbydarke.org
Catholic Social Services needs volunteers to serve seniors and drivers (937-498-4593)
cssmv.org/help/volunteer/
Compassionate Care of Shelby County needs trained medical providers willing to
volunteer and see patients (937-492-9400) welovecompassionatecare.com/become-a-
volunteer/
FISH of Shelby County is an all-volunteer thrift store with various volunteer opportunities
(937-492-1760) fishofshelbycounty.wordpress.com/volunteer/
Mercy Mission House Emergency Shelter needs various volunteers (937-815-1777)
themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
Morgan's Place Cemetery  needs various volunteers (937-726-4805) or (937-497-8118)
morgansplacecemetery.org
Salvation Army needs volunteers for their Emergency Disaster Service (EDS) and
various other volunteer opportunities (937-492-8412) salvationarmy.org
Shelby County Bd of DD-Special Olympics program needs various volunteers for their
basketball, track and softball programs (937-658-6825) JGuillozet@shelbydd.org
Shelby County CASA/GAL (Court Appointed Special Advocate) is looking for
volunteers to advocate for abused and neglected children (937-498-7447)
shelbycountycasa@shelbyco.net
Shelby County Department of Job and Family Services  are recruiting & training foster
parents (937) 498-4981 shelbycountyjfs.org 
POWER-Shelby County United Way  needs kindergarten tutors Mon-Thurs between the
hours of 8:45-10:00 am (937-492-2101X1003)
awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org Power4Women.org

POWER's annual Have a Heart Membership Dinner was held on Feb. 13th.
POWER members and guests enjoyed a night of fun, food, fellowship and a friendly
"Queen of Hearts" game competition. 8 New Members Joined POWER to help
make an impact on children and families in our community.
Planning is underway for the 2024 POWER of the Purse Champagne Luncheon
& Fashion Show on April 20th. If you or someone you know would like to be a
sponsor of the event or donate raffle items please contact Amy at 937-492-2101
Ext. 1003 or email at awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org

https://files.constantcontact.com/4a814c7e501/aab93da4-4192-4a14-a713-21ccd1e5365b.pdf
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POWER has coats available for any Shelby County student in need. Contact the
United Way office or email Amy at awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org

Dolly Parton's Imagination
Library Update

229,864 Books mailed since March
2015
2,365 Kids ages 0-5 received books last
month in Shelby County
78.99% of eligible kids enrolled
36 Graduates last month

To sign up a Shelby County child for this program
CLICK HERE!

mailto:awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org
https://imaginationlibrary.com/usa/affiliate/OHSHELBY/

