
August 2023 Newsletter

​Lots of Exciting Things
Happening with the

​Shelby County United Way!
Check out the latest!

Karla Young Joins the UW Team
We are excited to officially welcome Karla as our incoming
Shelby County United Way President & CEO. Karla has hit the
ground running with Scott leading the way by sharing all his
knowledge and expertise on all things UW. As we gear up for
the 2023 campaign, Karla is learning first hand what all goes
into making this another strong annual campaign. We are
happy Scott is staying on for a few months to train our new dynamic leader and excited for
what the future holds with Karla's leadership.

National Night Out
Shelby County United Way participated in the National Night
Out on the downtown square on August 1st. Thank you to all
first responders for their sacrifices and dedication to keep our
community safe.

Special Project Grant
The Shelby County United Way Board of Trustees awarded a $10,000
Special Projects Grant to the Village of Russia to help them with their
funding for their new Pavilion and Splash Pad project. Their objective is
to begin construction this year with anticipation of being fully operational
sometime in 2024.

https://www.facebook.com/russiaohio?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZUdYYDUsCb1u6HUFzn4K_h4VwoICIwE2B_d2z2DXB9HzwyemuiE2JJqM7gZAH5U5xVqa5ZIN8SIqBY9awM0QjwavXiCc2sIvc3k4Hz4sv185Nai8RFJI3TkPhezsNfKDri0AYPcwbE1mTdQEvqww3GVNciBEtuyEbRfiXzKMDxzaOptHP9v6R2O4tmNUenEPR0&__tn__=-%5DK-R
https://files.constantcontact.com/4a814c7e501/84db1aab-b1b9-46ff-8a1e-89ee5f3e734e.pdf


Chamber After Hours
We had a great evening and turnout with lots of community support at
the Chamber After Hours that we co-sponsored with our partner
agency Big Brothers Big Sisters. BBBS was able to show off their new
space to everyone and share all of the amazing work they do for the
kids in our community. Please contact BBBS and become a mentor.

Shelby County United Way Presents 1st Volunteer
of the Year APEX Award Winner!

We were so excited to present and surprise our first Volunteer of the
Year APEX Award Winner, Emily Neu! With her hard work and
dedication in bringing the Mercy Mission House Emergency Shelter to
life, Emily epitomizes what this award was created for; to recognize an
individual who has dedicated his or her time and talents to human service nonprofit
organizations to make a difference in the lives of others. Thank you Emily for making such
a huge impact in our community and beyond!!
Click Here to View Article

Shelby County United Way Presents 1st Champion
of the Year APEX Award Winner!

We are very excited to announce our first ever Champion of the Year
APEX Award winner, the late Pastor John Geissler, founder of the Agape

https://www.sidneydailynews.com/2023/08/15/first-united-way-apex-award-presented/


Distribution Food Pantry. This award is given to a director or staff
member of one or more human service nonprofit agencies who has
dedicated their life’s work to helping others and creating needed change
in our community. John’s legacy that he left behind was to treat clients
with love and value, providing a food safety net for Shelby County and
mentoring other food pantries while bringing disciples to Christ around
the world. His legacy lives on through Agape Distribution staff members,
board, and his family that continue his legacy of service and leadership.
Pastor John's wife, Sharon and daughter Lindsey were thrilled to accept
the award on his behalf.
Click Here to View Article

Shelby County United Way 2023 Campaign
Theme and Team Announced
We are excited to announce the Shelby County United Way
volunteer team to lead the 66th United Way fall campaign with
the theme this year being “Because of You.” Check out these
amazing community volunteers who will be helping us bring it all
together...
Click Here to View Article

Join Us for the 2023 United Way Campaign Kick Off Luncheon on Sept. 14th at the
Palazzo at 11:30am...

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sidneydailynews.com%2F2023%2F08%2F17%2Fsecond-united-way-apex-award-presented%2F&h=AT1yozk8ciQMQRkhwqglQ7Xj8NBI_T66nQS4XdajaPHriEHsWLJpMEc93-GM8QQdgOtOVq6EuADuU_TV-xtuG2ldJVGt-aMKpsw_Sp7hzgzVLNmWuNSl_EFlYutPo_iWZA&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT1SdBe_SLkGx57t4wPp7piCdBLRgFcNWtL_vqXqcpbBGORQae1sD2HdDu54GPWt_uooqaCYRudGn7NGt3mfWRL2UIg0Zhl5hyjLRHQeSn4VxXwLA7ahTcaYC8XPAMWL86sFHFZUF3c4CrMs_FHTvbYpBaOrZOBzn-VEwbKJ7lEaa1mGs5jLRCSQZs1XKJH6DUivWAKz3iWy
https://www.sidneydailynews.com/2023/08/16/thomas-volunteers-ready-to-lead-united-way-campaign/


Partner Agency Spotlight
Mercy Mission House provides overnight and short-term emergency
shelter for area residents. Clients are connected with agencies to help
them along their journey to stabilization and to connect them with
permanent housing, counseling, job placements, and food/meal
assistance, among other services.
Did you know the average length of stay for residents is 42 days. It
varies from person to person because they work hard to meet each individual where they
are when they enter the doors. Some must stay longer because they have no identification
documents, some just need a place to stay for a few nights while they take a breath
before their next phase begins.
For more information, to volunteer or donate go to their website at
www.mercymissionhouse.com or call 937-815-1777.

https://www.themercymissionhouse.com/


Partner Agency Spotlight
Compassionate Care is a faith-based healthcare center,
respectfully providing quality care and hope to the uninsured
and underserved of Shelby County, Ohio. Their qualified staff
and many volunteers offer clinical programs, primary care
clinics, medical visits with a clinical nurse specialist, dental
clinics, referrals to collaborating specialists and free essential prescription medications.
For more information or to learn how you can volunteer go to
www.welovecompassionatecare.com or call
​937-492-9400

Community Volunteer Opportunities
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Shelby & Darke County  have youth waiting
to be matched with a mentor (937-492-7611) www.bigbrobigsis-
shelbydarke.org
 
Shelby County CASA/GAL (Court Appointed Special Advocate) is looking for volunteers
to advocate for abused and neglected children (937-498-7447)
shelbycountycasa@shelbyco.net
 
Compassionate Care of Shelby County needs trained medical providers willing to
volunteer and see patients (937-492-9400) welovecompassionatecare.com/become-a-
volunteer/
 
FISH of Shelby County is an all-volunteer thrift store with various volunteer opportunities
(937-492-1760) fishofshelbycounty.wordpress.com/volunteer/
 
Catholic Social Services needs volunteers to serve seniors and drivers (937-498-4593)
or cssmv.org/help/volunteer/
 
Shelby County Department of Job and Family Services  are recruiting & training foster
parents      (937) 498-4981 shelbycountyjfs.org
 
Alpha Community Center and Holy Angels Soup Kitchen rely on volunteers to cook
and prepare lunch meals (937-498-9758) and (937-498-0598)
alphacommunitycenter.org/volunteer
 
Agape Distribution Inc uses volunteers daily to stock food and misc. items on the
shelves and unload product (937-498-4368) agapedistribution.org/volunteer
 
Salvation Army needs volunteers for their Emergency Disaster Service (EDS) and
various other volunteer opportunities (937-492-8412) salvationarmy.org

https://welovecompassionatecare.com/
http://www.bigbrobigsis-shelbydarke.org
mailto:shelbycountycasa@shelbyco.net
https://welovecompassionatecare.com/become-a-volunteer/
https://fishofshelbycounty.wordpress.com/volunteer/
https://cssmv.org/help/volunteer/
http://shelbycountyjfs.org/shelby-county-ohio-job-family-child-services-foster-care.php
https://www.alphacommunitycenter.org/volunteer
https://agapedistribution.org/volunteer/
https://easternusa.salvationarmy.org/southwest-ohio/sidney/


 
Mercy Mission House Emergency Shelter needs various volunteers (937-815-1777)
themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
 
Morgan's Place Cemetery  needs various volunteers (937-726-4805) or (937-497-8118)
morgansplacecemetery.org
 
POWER-Shelby County United Way  needs kindergarten tutors Mon-Thurs from 9-10 am
(937-492-2101 ext.1003) or power4women.org/volunteer

Kindergarten Tutoring Sign-Up Time
Kindergarten Tutoring will begin the 1st week of October at Emerson and Longfellow.

Monday-Thursday
Once a week or Once every other week

Emerson: 8:45-9:30 am
Longfellow: 9:10-9:50 am

Contact Amy at the United Way office to get signed up for the kindergarten tutoring fun!
awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org

937-492-2101 Ext. 1003

http://www.salvationarmy.org
https://www.themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
https://www.morgansplacecemetery.org/
https://power4women.org/volunteer/
mailto:awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org


Dolly Parton's
​Imagination Library Update

218,081 Books mailed since
March 2015
2,315 Kids ages 0-5 received
books last month in Shelby
County 
77.32% of eligible kids enrolled
51 graduated last month


