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​Lots of Exciting Things
Happening with the

​Shelby County United Way!
Check out the latest!

The Shelby County United Way Board and Staff are
excited to announce our next President and CEO!
Karla Young Will be joining the Shelby County United Way as
President and C.E.O.! Ashley Himes, Shelby County United Way
Board Chair, has announced the new President and C.E.O. will be
Karla Young. “We look forward to what we can accomplish with Karla’s
leadership and dedication to the community” said Himes. “Karla is
joining an outstanding organization that is in a great place, and we are
excited for what this next chapter holds.”

Karla has been involved with the United Way as a member of POWER and has served on
day of action projects as a community volunteer. She is currently the Executive Director of
the Wilson Health Foundation where she works to secure financial support from
individuals, foundations, and donors. She has a Master of Science in Education and Allied
Professions majoring in Educational Leadership from the University of Dayton, and a
Bachelor of Science in Business Administration, Majoring in Marketing and Management
at Ohio Northern University. She and her husband, Sam, live in Fort Loramie with their
three children. “I am excited and humbled to have this opportunity,” said Karla. “This vital
organization plays an important role in the community and I look forward to working with
the partner agencies, donors, staff, and the board leadership to create a strategic and
action oriented plan for the future.”

Karla has a vast background of philanthropy and stewardship. She currently serves the
community as Sidney Rotary club Treasurer (2022-2023), President (2020-2021). She is a
Board Member for Sidney Alive (2018-Present) and an Advisory Board member for the
Upper Valley Career Center Exercise Science.

Ashley Himes. “We are happy that the time frame allows Scott two to three months to train
our new dynamic leader to continue the great work that has been accomplished the past
ten plus years. It will also provide and ensure another strong annual campaign this fall.
We appreciate the consideration Scott and his future employer have made in allowing the
time frame needed for a successful transition and annual campaign. We are excited to
what the future holds for this organization under Karla’s leadership.”

United Way Day of Action Project



Thank you to all the companies and organizations that help us
Live United by completing Day of Action projects!

Employees from Airstream worked hard painting and sprucing up
at Julia Lamb Park. Thank You!

Shelby County United Way
Launches 110% Club!

We are excited to introduce the 110% Club as a way to
recognize company and individual donors that increase
their gift 10% or more from the previous year’s annual
campaign. This effort is to help drive additional revenue to
assist with our investments to our partner agencies. This
is an ongoing recognition. Each year a donor increases
their gift 10%, they will be recognized.”

The past two years we all have been impacted by inflation and higher costs. Our partner
agencies have not been immune to these same challenges while trying to serve their
clients. The Shelby County United Way received a quarter of a million dollars in increased
funding requests this spring. We have heard loud and clear from our partner agencies
during the allocation process; they need additional revenue. Labor costs to retain and
attract dedicated employees and operational supply costs are impacting their budgets.
With past campaign support, we were able to increase funding by $80,000, but a far cry
from what the agencies requested.

To help grow revenue, we are thrilled to launch the 110% Club. We have many donors,
both in the workplace payroll campaign and in our Cornerstone Leadership Giving that
have contributed the same amount for the past 10 years. As an example, a $500 donation
is very generous, but the impact it made in the community in 2013 was much more than a
$500 gift makes in 2023.

The 110% Club will be implemented in the 2023 annual campaign. Pacesetters will start
their campaign in August with the full campaign launching after the kickoff on September
14th that will be held at the Palazzo starting at 11:30AM.

Partner Agency Spotlight
Wilma Valentine Childcare is a non-profit childcare center for ALL
children enrolled in preschool and ages 3, 4,and 5. The center
provides opportunity for children with disabilities and without
disabilities to learn together in an integrated setting. WVC is open
year-round from 5:30 AM to 5:30 PM and is staffed at a ratio of
approximately 1 staff for every 7 children. They have the ability to
work with children on skills that many of the other larger childcare centers don’t have time
or the staff to address. They are located on the campus site of the Shelby County Board of
Developmental Disabilities in the same building as Shelby County Hills Preschool. For
more information go to their website at wvchildcare.com or call 937-498-4566.

https://wvchildcare.com/


Partner Agency Spotlight
Rehabilitation Center for neurological Development offers
a variety of specialized services for children & adults with
minimal to severe brain injury. Injuries include stroke, autism,
Cerebral Palsy, Down’s Syndrome, head injury, Multiple
Sclerosis, A.D.D., A.D.H.D. Services available; Neurological
Rehab, Aquatic Therapy, Tutoring, EEG Neurofeedback and Day School for Special
Needs Children, kindergarten through eighth grade. They treat the cause rather than the
symptoms. The primary objective is to help each person achieve his/her maximum
potential. For more information go to their website at www.rcnd.org or call (937) 773-7630

Volunteer Opportunities
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Shelby & Darke County- Youth are waiting to be matched with a mentor
(937-492-7611)
Shelby County CASA/GAL is looking for volunteers to advocate for abused and neglected children (937-
498-7447)
Compassionate Care of Shelby County needs trained medical providers willing to volunteer and see
patients (937-492-9400)
FISH of Shelby County is an all-volunteer thrift store looking for volunteers (937-492-1760)
Catholic Social Services of the Miami Valley is in need of volunteers to serve seniors (937-498-4593)
Job and Family Services of Shelby County are recruiting foster parents (937-497-2843)
Alpha Community Center and Holy Angels Soup Kitchen rely on volunteers to cook and prepare
lunch meals (937-498-9758) and (937-498-0598)
Agape Distribution Inc uses volunteers daily to stock food on the shelves and unload product
(937-498-4368)
Salvation Army is in need of volunteers for their Emergency Disaster Service(EDS) to help provide
hydration services to the 1st responders (Captain Kathryn Mayes 937-492-8412)

https://www.rcnd.org/


Mercy Mission House Emergency Shelter needs volunteers 937-815-1777. Go to their website for more
information themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
Morgan's Place Cemetery needs various volunteers. Call 937-726-4805 or 937-497-8118. Go to their
website for more information morgansplacecemetery.org.
POWER-Shelby County United Way needs kindergarten tutors (Please contact Amy West, 937-492-2101
ext.1003 or awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org

36 POWER Grant applications were received this year totaling $59,399. With a
budget of $35,000, the POWER Grant committee and Advisory Board approved 27
grants for allocation. POWER Grant letters, agreements and checks were sent out

this week to the recipients.
POWER Membership Appreciation Event coming up on Aug. 3rd at

​Crossway Farms

Dolly Parton's
​Imagination Library Update

229,334 Books mailed since
March 2015
2,290 Kids ages 0-5 received
books last month in Shelby
County 
64.82% of eligible kids enrolled
37 graduated last month

https://www.themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
http://morgansplacecemetery.org
http://www.power4women.org

