
April 2023 Newsletter

​Lots of Exciting Things
Happening with the

​Shelby County United Way!
Check out the latest!

United Way Strategic Planning
Progressive organizations dedicated time to evaluate
and implement a strategic plan. A process that started
the end of 2022 with 4 focus groups was completed
with our all day planning session. Thank you Board,

staff, community leaders, and partner agency
representatives in helping us with this process. Thank
you former UW board member and retired fire Chief

Stan Crosley for leading us in the process. #LiveUnited

https://files.constantcontact.com/4a814c7e501/d6eda6fc-6adf-4128-b3c9-ad83885f68c5.pdf
https://vimeo.com/812493612


Student United Way Grants
Student United Way completed their school year learning about Victim Services, Shelby
County CASA/GAL, and the IMPACT program. Organizations that advocate for Shelby

County victims, abused and neglected children, and a school based counseling program.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100064803153677&__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVaDvvCEafk_KnXq2vlHypEmuuQj9yERWe_hvwFLeDlB8nM2GTAt6DApZ3fnEuo1jd77D6Nxae89nFAo7SVMvyxwnqYIvelx1zHazM783Frc6zFne9yeadIfy1woLSITx-4ssEI59BP3_oGBDinDVMY7G2fRJD4-HO15OwyJklVRiici--edOasoz8ovBveCY0AHmaDE5j7dFcx8TWiUqG3&__tn__=-%5DK-R


APEX Awards
Shelby County United Way is excited to announce the APEX Awards. The
APEX Award will be given to two individuals each year. The Volunteer of

the Year APEX Award will be given to an individual who has dedicated his
or her time and talents to human service nonprofit organizations to make a
difference in the lives of others. The Champion of the Year APEX Award

will be given to a Director or staff member of one or more human service nonprofit
agencies who has dedicated their life’s work to helping others and creating needed

change in our community. Nomination forms can be found on the Shelby County United
Way website home page, shelbycountyunitedway.org, and will be accepted from April 1st
until June 1st. Anyone in the community can nominate their Human Services hero for the

APEX Award.
Click on video below to learn more...

Special Project Grant
The Shelby County United Way awarded a $3,500 Special

Projects Grant to Workforce Partnership for their
​Career Exploration Academy .

Partner Agency Spotlight
Agape Distribution brings hope for changed lives by providing

groceries to at-risk families. Over 5,000 people were served in 2022.
Agape has renovated their food pantry on Brooklyn Ave into a facility

that provides a better client experience; new freezers, more floor space for food, grounded
& sealed concrete floor, among other enhancements.

You can Contact Agape at (937) 498-4368 – info@agapedistribution.org

http://www.shelbycountyunitedway.org
mailto:info@agapedistribution.org


Partner Agency Spotlight
Dolly Parton's Imagination Library is an early literacy program for

children under the age of 5. At no cost to the family, an age
appropriate book is mailed monthly to the family’s address. Studies
show children enrolled in Imagination Library are better prepared for
kindergarten, are read to more often, and have more books and visits

to the local libraries than children not enrolled. This program is
supported locally by the Shelby County United Way, Shelby County Libraries, Sidney City

Schools, Midwest Regional ESC, Sidney Altrusa, Kiwanis, Rotary, POWER, Monarch
Legacy Fund and Wilson Health. Every new born baby born at Wilson is registered. For

more information or to register your child go to imaginationlibrary.com

https://imaginationlibrary.com/


Thank You Kindergarten Tutors!
The kindergarten tutoring program wrapped up this week and we want to
say THANK YOU to all the wonderful volunteers who made an impact on

the students and their families this year.
We will resume again in the fall. If you are interested in joining the fun just

email Amy at awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org

Volunteer Opportunities
Big Brothers/Big Sisters of Shelby & Darke County- Youth are waiting to be matched with a mentor
(937-492-7611)
Shelby County CASA/GAL is looking for volunteers to advocate for abused and neglected children (937-
498-7447)
Compassionate Care of Shelby County needs trained medical providers willing to volunteer and see
patients (937-492-9400)
FISH of Shelby County is an all-volunteer thrift store looking for volunteers (937-492-1760)
Catholic Social Services of the Miami Valley is in need of volunteers to serve seniors (937-498-4593)
Job and Family Services of Shelby County are recruiting foster parents (937-497-2843)
Alpha Community Center and Holy Angels Soup Kitchen rely on volunteers to cook and prepare
lunch meals (937-498-9758) and (937-498-0598)
Agape Distribution Inc uses volunteers daily to stock food on the shelves and unload product
(937-498-4368)
Salvation Army is in need of volunteers for their Emergency Disaster Service(EDS) to help provide
hydration services to the 1st responders (Captain Kathryn Mayes 937-492-8412)



Mercy Mission House Emergency Shelter needs volunteers 937-815-1777. Go to their website for more
information themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
POWER-Shelby County United Way needs kindergarten tutors (Please contact Amy West, 937-492-2101
or awest@shelbycountyunitedway.org)

POWER SIGNATURE FUNDRAISER EVENT,
POWER OF THE PURSE CHAMPAGNE
LUNCHEON & FASHION SHOW 2023, WAS
ANOTHER GREAT SUCCESS! WE CAN'T THANK
ENOUGH ALL THE SPONSORS, RAFFLE PRIZE
DONORS, MODELS, CHAMPAGNE SERVERS
AND THE POWER PoP COMMITTEE FOR ALL THEIR TIME AND EFFORT IN
BRINGING IT ALL TOGETHER. A HUGE SHOUT OUT TO LISA @ALVETRO
ORTHODONTICS FOR CONTINUING TO PARTNER WITH US FOR THIS EVENT BY
DONATING AMAZING DESIGNER PURSES, AND SPONSORING THE MEAL AND
DESSERTS! A BIG THANK YOU TO MICHAEL JANNIDES AND HIS STAFF FROM THE
SPOT RESTAURANT & CATERING FOR WONDERFUL FOOD AND SERVICE. THE
HISTORIC SIDNEY THEATRE STAFF WHO HELPED US BRING OUR VISION TO
LIGHT AT THIS BEAUTIFULLY RENOVATED THEATRE. THANK YOU LILY DUNSON
FROM FOLIO FINE WINE PARTNERS FOR DONATING THE CHAMPAGNE AND WINE.
THANK YOU HARRIS JEWELER FOR DONATING THE BEAUTIFULLY STUNNING
DIAMOND EARRINGS. THANK YOU TO MEGAN WENNING, OWNER OF THE
TURQUOISE DOOR BOUTIQUE-FORT LORAMIE, COLDWATER & GREENVILLE, FOR
PROVIDING THE BEAUTIFUL OUTFITS AND ACCESSORIES FOR ALL 10
WONDERFUL MODELS! THANK YOU STEPHANIE KLINGSHIRN FOR SPEAKING ON
THE TRUE IMPACT THE POWER GRANTS AND THE KINDERGARTEN TUTORING
PROGRAM IS HAVING ON YOUR STUDENTS AND BEYOND!! THANK YOU TO ALL
THOSE THAT COULD ATTEND AND WE CAN'T WAIT TO DO THIS AGAIN NEXT
YEAR!

https://www.themercymissionhouse.com/get-involved
http://www.power4women.org
https://www.alvetro.com/
https://thespottoeat.com/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/217261485391753/user/100039790645804/?__cft__%5B0%5D=AZVLDnrbvaDQgmYY8mT6qvgYF-N3wkCp6shCe1sIRlR-b0-SWazcZu6yKN5VVih1ub3sl7lg3KHIzs7UMWBaNYkTPPKuqOQ8_LbScc-1y6G8FqHX9ew235i4Ma5psp-3HfhudGhQthScDDQ-eeBDgnF7VjKV0XcD_KA1nChkcyyAR3pcxaBuOHIGBaRbYY200wkgNS4beHP9ci-jRH3vt0Am9ZCZWtiBWsMYsoSW57BQa7z9-2fGqvkTZlP5k7nAtoHTOpH_nqbCH-ISAx1m1fEeQ68F03bnOTyOXAIulIDpRw&__tn__=-UK-R
http://www.harrisjeweler.com
https://theturquoisedoorboutiqueoh.com/


POWER Grant Applications Being Accepted

Dolly Parton's
​Imagination Library Update



222,492 Books mailed since
March 2015
2,292 Kids ages 0-5 received
books last month in Shelby
County 
65.49% of eligible kids enrolled


